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Get Acquainted Get Acquainted Get Acquainted Get Acquainted PartyPartyPartyParty    

Saturday, 8 May 
St. Croix Marina Condo Clubhouse 

15 First Street, Hudson, WI 
 

Cost:  $15 

Register by 1 May 

Social Hour—1730-1830  (that’s 5:30-6:30pm for 
                                          landlubbers) 
 
Dinner—1830-1915  Catered by Dolce of Hudson.    
                         The buffet meal will include 
                                  appetizers, salad, bread, and 
                                  a selection of pasta dishes, 
                                  plus dessert.  Beer and wine 
                                  available for purchase.                                    
 
Program—2000  Everything you wanted to know   
                   about your new (and some not so   
                   new) squadron members. 

Register online at stpaulsquadron.org or RSVP to 

Donna Harrington at donnaharrington@comcast.net 
or 651-634-8800. 
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members and 
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The Executive Committee meets monthly (Bridge Meeting)  at 7:00PM at Davanni’s Restaurant, I-94 & White Bear 
Avenue on a date noted above.  All members are welcome, invited, and  are  encouraged to attend. 
 
USPS® and United States Power Squadrons® are registered trademarks of the United States Power Squadrons, 
Inc., Boat Smart® is a trademark of United States Power Squadrons, Inc. for their public boating safety course. 
Contents and graphics are the property of the USPS and should not be reproduced without permission by groups 
other than squadrons and districts of the United States Power Squadrons, Inc.  
 
The River Skipper is published monthly for the members of St Paul Sail and Power Squadron Inc. Opinions 
are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect the  policy of, nor imply agreement with the Editor, St Paul 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc., District 10 or USPS. The Editor reserves the right to accept, reject or revise sub-
mitted articles. Deadline for submission of articles is two days after the bridge meeting preceding month of publi-
cation. 
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2010 Calendar of Upcoming Events 

May 4 
May 8 
May 10 
May 15 
May 22-28  
           
June 14 
June 26 
 
July 2-5 
July12 
July 23-25 
 
August TBD 
August 9 
August 12 
August 19 
 
September 13 
 
October 11 
 
November 5-7 
November 8
  
December 13 
 

Instructor Development starts at ABI, 7:00PM 
Welcome Aboard @ St. Croix Marina Clubhouse, Hudson 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
Cruise to the Sheldon Theatre in Redwing  (details p. 3) 
National Boating Safety Week 
 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
 Boat christening and potluck, St. Croix Beach, 3:30PM 
 
Cruise to Treasure Island Marina 
1900 (7pm) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
D10 Rendezvous, Bayfield, WI 
 
Beach Party! 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
CPR/AED Class @ Regions  Hospital, Oakdale, 6:00PM 
First Aid Class @ Regions  Hospital, Oakdale, 6:00PM 
 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
 
D-10 Fall Conference, Green Bay, WI 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 

® 

 

 
Commander 
    Cdr Nancy Anderson, AP 
    651-433-3247 
    nandaleco@frontiernet.net 

Executive Officer 
    Lt/C Dale Perry, AP 
    651-437-8867 
 daleperry1@earthlink.net 

Administrative Officer 

    Lt/C Sue Tipler, AP 
 763-783-1887 
 stipler@northlandis.com 

Asst.  Admin.  Officer 
    1st/Lt Eric Fotsch 
 651-690-1462 

Educational Officer 
    Lt/C David West, AP 
 651-429-3840 
 dwest@voyager.net 

Asst. Educational Officer 
    1st/Lt Pat Sheehan, AP 
    612-706-0972 
    psheehan@visi.com 

Secretary  
    Lt/C Dale Anderson, AP 
    651-433-3247  
    nandale@frontiernet.net 

Treasurer 
 Lt/C Greg Holmen, AP 
    651-739-4502 
    captgreg@manatee.ws 

Members-at-Large  
    Lt Jerry Brings, SN            
 Lt Mark Hafner, AP 
    Lt Nicole Mercil 

Past Commander 
     P/C Bob Schmit, AP 
    952-435-3362            

Nominating Chair 
 Lt Mark Fotsch, AP 
    651-402-9852 

Rules Chair 
 Lt Steven Seivert 
    763-416-4471 

Audit Chair 
 Lt Jane Bakken, S 
    952-423-5315 

Budget/Finance Chair 
 Lt Don Anderson, P 
 763-588-8578 
     
 
 
 
 
River Skipper Editor 
   Lt Karen Schmit, S 
   952-435-3362 
   kkschmit@ties2.net 

2010  Leadership 

Thanks to the contributors for this issue:  
Nancy Anderson, Dale Perry, Sue Tipler, 
Mark Hafner, Art Mollica, Bob Schmit,  Hal 
Fotsch, Vivian Perry. 



   

  

                                 
 

St. Paul Turns Out for 
D-10 Spring Conference                                              
Our squadron was well represented at 
the District 10 Spring Conference on 
19-21 March 2010 in Madison, WI. 
Our unit of five delegates was led Cdr 
Nancy Anderson, AP. Also repre-
senting Saint Paul as delegates were 
P/C Bob Schmit, AP, Lt/C Dale 
Perry, AP, Member Karen Schmit, 
S, River Skipper Editor, and Member 
Vivian Perry, S, who took photos of 
the conference. Stf/C Art Mollica, 

SN, served on the Dis-
trict Council. Secretary 
Dale Anderson, AP, 
and Co-op Charting 
Chair Jeff Davis, AP, 
also participated. Mem-
bers of the Madison 
Squadron made the 
conference informative 
and enjoyable, enabling 
all participants to bene-
fit from their strong 
individual efforts and 
effective teamwork. 
Thanks, Madison!  
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From the                         
Commander’s Desk                                                      

Cdr Nancy Anderson, AP 

As your Commander and a member 
since 2004, I know we have a great 
squadron.  Our mission to promote 
safe boating through education is im-
portant.  This gives us direction in the 
planning of many of our activities.  
This is evidenced in the Safe Day at 
Afton on May 22nd and the wide vari-
ety provided at this event.  Check in 
the River Skipper or on line for more 
details.  By taking advantage of the 
boating education classes and semi-
nars available through our Squadron, 
I have increased my knowledge and 
confidence as a safe boater.  I hope 
you, too, have taken advantage of the 
classes and dedicated instructors that 
we have.  Squadron education is not 
the only from our classes.  Learning 
comes from the expertise found from 
our fellow members.  I have heard 
conversations among members brain-
storming on particular boating prob-
lems and solutions. Two (or more) 

heads are better than one! 
Some squadrons have not promoted 
the many benefits of being a Power 

Squadron 
member. 
Some mem-
bers have 
forgotten to 
take advan-
tage of the 
many bene-
fits such as 

educational classes and seminars, the 
beach to be enjoyed, the great cama-
raderie and the variety of activities—
both boating and non-boating, and 
the financial benefits that some insur-
ance companies offer. 
 

Membership Renewal 
The lack of membership renewal has 
been deemed as a virus by some 
squadrons.  The only way the virus 
will be destroyed is for all of us to 

renew our 
membership 
when it 
comes due!   I urge you to reflect on 
a few things:  what the St. Paul Sail 
and Power Squadron means to you; 
how much time and energy you vol-
unteer for the SPSPS; and what you 
receive in return.  You all have put a 
lot of time into this squadron and 
with your membership renewal we 
can continue to make our mark in 
the community by promoting boating 
safety and continuing our educa-
tional programs, our fraternal activi-
ties, and our civic service.  
 
Membership renewal is very impor-
tant.  When the renewal notice ar-
rives, remember our benefits, and 
submit it asap.  You can help be an 
antidote to the non-renewal virus! 
     

 

“Some members 
have forgotten 
to take advan-
tage of the many 
benefits…” 

Executive Officer                                        
Lt/C Dale Perry, AP               

 

 

 

Saint Paul Commander Nancy Anderson (C) reports at District 
Conference as Cdr Carl Jensen (L) of Oshkosh and Cdr Jennifer 
Shihak-Peschke (R) of Sheboygan listen. 

photo by Vivian Perry 

continued on page 5 
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Administrative Officer         Lt/C Sue Tipler, AP   

We had twenty-two members and 
quests attend the April member-
ship meeting. I would like to Thank 
P/C Bob Schmit, AP for chairing 
and Clara Sorenson for baking 
the dessert.  Special thanks to 
speaker Lt Dave Rutford, JN from 
the Duluth Sail & Power Squadron 
for sharing his rafting trip down 
the Mississippi. 
 

June Meeting Change 
The Casino night originally planned 
for June has been postponed until 
the fall.  That will give us more 
time to plan and give us the op-
portunity to utilize the beach dur-
ing the summer. Our June mem-
bership meeting is 26th June 2010 
at 1530 (3:30 p.m.) at the St Croix 
River Beach and is a Pot Luck / 

Boat Christening. Details online or in 
this issue of The River Skipper (p. 7.) 
In July we have a cruise planed for 
July 2-5, 2010 to Treasure Island 
Casino.  Call Treasurer Island Marina 
to reserve a slip 651-385-2575. 
 

Summer Rendezvous 
The D-10 Summer Rendezvous is 
Apostle Islands Adventure in Bay-
field, WI and will be held 23-25 July, 
2010 hosted by the Duluth Sail & 
Power Squadron.  Please watch their 
website for further details at 
www.duluthpowersquadron.com   
 

Beach Party Help 
P/C Mark Fotsch, AP has had to 
step down as chair for the Annual 
Beach Party weekend as he is run-
ning for the Minnesota House of 

Representatives 
in District 54A.  
Good Luck 
Mark.  If you 
are looking for 
a way to earn a Merit Mark and are 
willing to chair or help with this an-
nual event please let me know ASAP.   
 

Camp St. Croix 
As members of the St Paul Sail and 
Power Squadron we are privileged to 
be able to use the St Croix River 
Beach owned by the YMCA.  In return 
for the use of the beach the squadron 
sponsors camp scholarships to inner-
city youth.  Please consider making a 
tax-deductible contribution towards 
these scholarships. 

 
 

On April 10th, members 
and guests enjoyed a 
fine meal and a very in-
teresting presentation by 
a Duluth Squadron mem-
ber who with a couple of 
friends took a raft trip 
from St. Paul to New 
Orleans.  It was in the 
1950’s and the home-
made raft was powered 
by what else but a 1939 
Chevy!  

Dave Rutford, JN  (above) 
from the Duluth Power 
Squadron gave the  presen-

tation at the Officer’s Club. 

Water Smarts: 

Boat Safe and Clean 

THREE AGE GROUPS: 

     6 - 8 
     9 - 11 
            12 - 14 
 
THEME: 
 
 
 
 
PRIZES:  $150 to Grand National winner in each age 
group; $100 and $75 to first and second runners-up 
in each division. 

Boarman National USPS Youth Poster Contest 2010 

Open to All Children  
Deadline for Entries 

Squadron level - by early July - prior to judging at 
the District level. 

District level - tentative July 22 to be judged at Sum-
mer  Rendezvous. 

National level - Noon, 3 January 2011 for judging at 
the National Meeting in Disney World. 
 
Submit to any member of the Executive Committee.  
Entry form and rules are posted at 
www.stpaulsquadron.org under NEWSLETTER or 
contact a bridge member for a copy. 

photo courtesy of editor 



   

  

***** 
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Order your D10 Apostle Islands Adventure Rendezvous shirts now! T-shirt & long sleeve sweat shirt 
available in sand only while polo shirt is available in blue, sand, or  yellow.  

Order at www.usps.org/localusps/duluth for rendezvous delivery.  

$13  $25 $10  

Executive Officer continued from p. 3 
 

IAAP Vendor Show 
Thanks to the leadership of our safety 
chairs Lisa Blascyk, S, and Scott 
Blascyk, S, we will have a booth at 
the vendor show sponsored by the 
Saint Paul Chapter of the Interna-
tional Association of Administrative 
Professionals (IAAP), an organization 
to which Lisa belongs.  The event will 
be held at 1700 to 1800 on 5 May 
2010 at the Holiday Inn East, at the 
southwest intersection of I-94 and 
McKnight Road. At this fair-like show, 
Lisa and Scott will publicize SPSPS 
educational and safety programs, and 
record contact information on people 
expressing interest in classes and/or 
membership. 
 

Your Help Needed at  
May 22 Safety Fair 
To help kick off National Safe Boating 
Week, 22-28 May 2010, we will spon-
sor a Boating Safety Fair at 0900 to 
1400 on 22 May at the pool and rec-
reational area of Afton Marina. The 
marina will co-sponsor this event and 
encourage its members and those at 
nearby Windmill Marina to attend. 
 
Past Commander Bob Schmit, AP is 

leading the work to make this event a 
successful, replicable result of our 
strategy to partner with marina and 
boat dealers to improve public knowl-
edge of safe boating practices. Bob 
states that the fair will feature demon-
strations of effective use of life jackets 
and fire extinguishers, and highlight 
other boating safety processes.  A 
demonstration of flares is being consid-
ered, pending approval of local fire 
officials.  A safety poster contest will 
be held, and vessel safety checks will 
be made. 
 
Please contact Bob by phone call to 
952-435-3362 or e-mail to bobhey-
judenospam@gmail.com  to volunteer 
for this event. We need a strong effort 
from our entire membership to pro-
mote this event and participate in the 
informational and training sessions Bob 
is planning in cooperation with the 
Afton Marina harbor master. Please 
reserve 22 May 2010 and help make 
this event a success. 

Volunteers for VSCs            
Treasurer Greg Holmen, AP leads our 
effort to carry out vessel safety checks 
this year. Greg sent a request for 
member support on 10 April 2010.      
I ask each member to help promote 
safety throughout the boating commu-

nity through a positive response to 
Greg’s call to action. 

SPSPS Goes to School           
We will follow the direction of our 
Commander, Nancy Anderson, and 
work to incorporate SPSPS boating 
safety courses into the community 
education curricula of local school 
districts this fall. 

 

FYI 
Move Over Law (New 2010) When ap-
proaching a law enforcement watercraft 
with its emergency lights activated, the 
operator of a watercraft must safely move 
the watercraft away from the law enforce-
ment watercraft and maintain a slow-no-
wake speed while within 150 feet of the 
law enforcement watercraft. 
 
CHILD PFD LAW-Requires life jacket to 
be worn by children less than 10 years of 
age when aboard watercraft in Minnesota 
when the craft is under way (not tied up 
to a dock or permanent mooring). 
 
Interaction with existing federal regulation 
requiring childten less than 13 to wear life 
jackets: “Federal regulation automatically 
adopts state law as the standard under 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)33 
175.25” 



   

  

Course/Seminar Completions 
 
Congratulations to the following members. 

 Seamanship  Advanced Piloting 

 Karen Schmit  Nancy Anderson 
 
 Operations Training 

 David Moberg  Dale Perry 
 Karen Schmit  Margaret LeClair 
 Robert Schmit  Nick Manor 
 Karen Manor  Ed Manor 
 Patricia Sheehan Nancy Anderson 
 David West 
 
 Leadership Development—Admin Officer 

 Nancy Anderson  Pete Hansen 

The presentation we beta tested at our 13 Nov 2009 pot-
luck meeting is now a seminar and following members 
have been credited with Boating Rivers, Locks, & Lakes.  

 Greg Holmen  Mary Holmen  
 Virginia Wirtz  Marty Wirtz  
 Don Anderson  Mary Anderson 
 Jack Newman  Mark Hafner 
 Audrey Brings  Jerry Brings 
 Robert Mercil  Kathy Mercil 
 Larry Gulden  Char Gulden 
 Don Hansen  Carma Hansen 
 Bob Schmit  Karen Schmit 
 Karen Manor  Joni Hasper 
 John Raby  Holly Raby 
 Greg Buellesbach Karen Buellesbach 
 Nick Buellesbach Jim McKie 
 Art Mollica  Suza Gosh 

 non-members 
 Katie Simonson  Elliott Marston 
 Kathryn Anderson Wayne Mohwinkel 
 Bob Rouda  Ilona Rouda  

Educational Department News 

Roundtable Discussion.  The member-
ship meeting held in Hudson on 13 March had 
representatives of the USCG, USCG Aug., water 
patrol reps from both sides of the river, a rep 
from Upper River Services tug company and also 
a rep from the construction company doing re-
pairs on Lock and Damn#3.  Many items were 
discussed.  Among them: “Panama rule’-when 
all else fails-gross tonnage rules.  Lock repairs= 
$70.2 million, shouldn’t impede traffic, 7,000 
truckloads of fill will be needed and it starts in 
June through the winter.  Lock #3 is the only 
lock where the location was decided by the 
courts... 
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Ahoy Mateys!  Let us be ready for time on or in the water.  Here 
is a list of abilities and know-how to pack in our readiness sea 
bag. 
 

1. Swimming skills. 

2. First aid education and kit. 

3. CPR, AED resuscitation know how and kit. 
4.    Physical, mental, and spiritual readiness. 
 
The swimming and first aid classes will be found at your YMCA.  
Hospitals often conduct the First Aid classes.  The American 
Heart Association and the Red Cross usually supply course mate-
rials and accreditation.  (Editors note:  our Squadron will be of-

fering a CPR/AED class this summer—watch for more news.) 
 
Children need to be in lifejackets in most cases.  Adults can 
benefit from this too.  People should be coached to enter the 
water slowly and feet first.  Diving in head first (especially in 
unfamiliar waters) can be treacherous. 
 
As for physical, mental and spiritual readiness needs, I recom-
mend to get enough sleep and rest.  Eat properly.  Work out.  
Stay in shape.  Mentally we can stay in shape with a diet of 
good reading and games, sports and other stimulation.  Spiritu-
ally, well, I think that’s being friendly and kind.  It’s relation-
ships.  Treat others as you would like to be treated.   Be safe 
and have fun. 
 
 

A Safety Note From  Lt Mark Hafner, AP, Member-at-Large 

photo courtesy of editor 



   

  

When: Saturday, 

26 June 2010 at 1530 (3:30 PM) 

Where: St. Croix Power Squadron 

Beach, St. Croix River 

What: Christening by the honor-

able King Neptune. Champagne 
will be supplied by the Sea Gods. 

This is open to all Power Squadron 
members & guests especially 
those whose boats were never 
christened. This will be a pot luck/ 

BYOB event so please bring a dish 
to share after the christening. There will be a 
50/50 raffle so bring some cash. Christening your 

vessel will bring good luck to your future voyages, 
guaranteed! 
 
Fill in form below and include your check for 

$15.00 payable to SPSPS if you want your boat 
christened.  You may also register & pay online 
@www.stpaulsquadron.org (include information 

requested on mail-in registration form.) 
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3rd  Bob Schmit 

9th  Jack Newman 

9th  Charles North 

10th  Tony Mollica 

11th  Marty Wirtz 

13th  Jenny Mollica 

14th  Larry Kemp 

15th  Jeff Davis 

27th  Wil Lutterman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are having a birthday or anniversary 
during the month and are not listed or listed 
incorrectly, that is because we don’t have it 
recorded correctly. Please let the squadron 
secretary know. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARYHAPPY BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARYHAPPY BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY   

MAY 

 
John & Nancy Gagich 
2334 Boulder Road 
Chanhassen, MN  55317 
952-210-7029—
jgagich@mchsi.com 
 
Transferring his member-
ship from Minnetonka, John 
docks his Sea Ray 360, 
“Our Baby 2” at Bayport. 
John is a contract IT pro-
fessional for the Nat’l Mar-
row Donor program. 
 

New Member! 

New e-mail address for: 
 
Jerry/Audrey Brings 
gbrings@comcast.net 

Save these dates 
and you could save 

a life! 
Thursday, 12 Aug 
& Thursday, 19 

Aug. 
More information 
in the next issue. 

SPSPS MEMBERS 
and FRIENDS! 

  Mail to: 
    Sue Tipler 
    1667 73rd Ave NW 
    Fridley, MN 55432 
 
 

Name __________________________________________ 
 
 
I want my boat christened:  Yes___  No___ 
 
Boat Name: _____________________________________ 
 
 
Number of adults attending, include yourself:  _________ 
 
Number of children attending:  __________ 

Even if you are not having your boat chris-
tened please send in or register on-line 

with the number of attendees so we know 
how many members and quests will be 
there. 

Boat Christening and Potluck 



   

  

2487 Oak Circle East 

Maplewood, MN 55119 

 

See this issue in color at www.stpaulsquadron.org 

ADVERTISING RATES 
Business Card Size  $120/yr    1/4 Page  $180/yr   1/2 Page  $220/yr 

Members advertise boating items no charge .  

ST PAUL MEMBERS 


