
   

  

In This IssueIn This IssueIn This IssueIn This Issue    

     Date:  13 February  
 
     Location:  Jimmy’s Conference & Catering 
   3565 Labore Road 
   Vadnais Heights, MN 55110 
 
     Times:  1700 hor d’oeuvres    
   1800 COW Ceremony followed by Dinner 

Included with 
entrée: salad, 
choice of po-
tato, vegetable   
medley, rolls, 
butter, and cake 
provided  by 
Clara Sorenson. 
 
If unable to stay 
for dinner, you 
are invited for  
hor d’oeuvres 
and ceremony. 

www.stpaulsquadron.org 
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                      Name(s)___________________________________ 
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            Register by 8 February. 
                            Cost includes tax and gratuity.  Cash bar.  Makes checks 
                            payable to SPSPS.  Mail to: 
                                                               Nancy Anderson 
                                                         17319 Olinda Trail 
                                                                       Marine St. Croix, MN 55047 

Champagne Chicken $25     

Sliced Pork Loin $25     

Pasta Primavera $25     

Broiled Walleye $28     

hor d’oeuvres  (no cost)     

                                  TOTAL                                          

              Selection                               No.            Total 

2010 Change of Watch Registration 

   You are invited to the 2010 Change of Watch      
to celebrate the peaceful succession of leadership in the St Paul Sail and 
Power Squadron.  Have a hand in thanking the old  executive board for 
their work and encouraging the new bridge in their job of leading our 
Squadron into the future. 

Directions on our website: 
stpaulsquadron.org 

“During the hors d’oeuvres a trivia contest will be held with 25 lottery scratch-off tickets being available to 
award as prizes.“  



   

  

The Executive Committee meets monthly (Bridge Meeting)  at 7:00PM at Davanni’s Restaurant,   I-94 & White 
Bear Avenue on a date noted above. All members are welcome, invited, and  are  encouraged to attend. 
 
USPS® and United States Power Squadrons® are registered trademarks of the United States Power Squad-
rons, Inc., Boat Smart® is a trademark of United States Power Squadrons, Inc. for their public boating safety 
course. Contents and graphics are the property of the USPS and should not be reproduced without permission 
by groups other than squadrons and districts of the United States Power Squadrons, Inc.  
 
The River Skipper is published monthly for the members of St Paul Sail and Power Squadron Inc. Opin-
ions are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect the  policy of, nor imply agreement with the Editor, 
St Paul Sail and Power Squadron, Inc., District 10 or USPS. The Editor reserves the right to accept, reject or 
revise submitted articles. Deadline for submission of articles is two days after the bridge meeting preceding 
month of publication. 
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Editor:  Karen Schmit 952-435-3362 kkschmit@ties2.net 

www.stpaulsquadron.org 

2010 Calendar of Upcoming Events 

February 4-7 
February 9 
February 8 
February 13 
February 13 
February 27 
 
March 4 
March 8 
March 13 
March 13 
March 19-21 
 
April 12 
April 29 
 
May 15 
 
July 23-25 
 

USPS Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL 
Piloting (Inland Navigation) starts at Bayport Marina Clubhouse, 7:00 PM 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
Engine Maintenance starts at Hansen’s Harbor, 9:30 AM 
CHANGE OF WATCH, Jimmy’s Conference & Catering, Vadnais Heights 
Seminar, Trailering Your Boat, Frankies, Chisago City, 10:00 AM   
 
ABC starts at ABI, 6:30 PM 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
Marine Electrical Systems starts at Hansen’s Harbor, 9:30 AM 
Round Table Discussion, 2:00-4:00PM, Location TBA (details p. 4) 
D10 Spring Conference,  Madison, WI 
 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
ABC starts at Bayport, 7:00 PM 
 
Cruise to the Sheldon Theatre in Redwing (details p. 4) 
 
D10 Rendezvous, Bayfield, WI 
 

 
 
 
 

® 

 

 
Commander 
    Cdr Robert Schmit, AP 
 952-435-3362 
 bobheyjudenospam 
    spam@gmail.com 
Executive Officer 
    Lt/C Nancy Anderson, P 
    651-433-3247 
    nandaleco@frontiernet.net 
Administrative Officer 
    Lt/C Joan Hasper 
    612-819-2258 
    mjhasper@comcast.net 
Asst.  Admin.  Officer 
    1st/Lt Suza Gosh 
    320-250-9679 
Educational Officer 
    Lt/C Don Hansen,SN 
    612-872-7716 
    captdon3@juno.com 
Asst. Educational Officer 
 R/C Art Mollica, SN 
 651-777-0277 
 artmollica@usfamily.net 
Secretary    
 P/R/C Hal Fotsch, SN 
 651-634-8800 
    halfotsch1@comcast.net 
Treasurer 
 P/C Greg Holmen, AP 
    651-739-4502 
    captgreg@manatee.ws 
Asst. Treasurer 
    1st Lt Steven Seivert 
    763-416-4471 
Members-at-Large  
    D/Lt/C Jeff Davis, AP 
    Lt Mark Hafner, AP 
    P/D/C Jerry Brings, SN 
Past Commander 
 P/C Mark Fotsch, AP 
 651-489-6733 
Membership Chair 
    Lt Suza Gosh 
    320-250-9679 
Nominating Chair 
 P/C Ron Bakken, AP 
   952-423-5315 
Rules Chair 
 P/D/C Jack Newman, AP 
 651-905-3784 
Audit Chair 
 Lt Dale Anderson, AP 
 651-433-3247 
Budget/Finance Chair 
 Lt/C Don Hansen, SN 
    612-872-7716 
   
 
 

2009 Leadership 

Member submitted articles, pictures, recipes, etc. are 
wanted for the River Skipper.    
 
Submissions in electronic format preferred, but other 
submissions will be considered.  Contact Karen 
Schmit at 952-435-3362 or at kkschmit@ties2.net if 
you have questions. 



   

  

(continued on page 4) 
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From the Commander’s Desk                              Cdr Robert Schmit, AP                                                                                                                                

Annual Meeting and Bent Prop 
The peaceful succession of leadership in our squadron is 
progressing on pace. After the Annual Meeting was com-
pleted we had a full slate of members who have volun-
teered to continue our educational, social and safety 
goals for 2010. The Administrative Officer opening was 
taken by P/C Sue Tipler, AP. The top 6 positions:  Com-
mander—Nancy Anderson, P; Executive Officer—
Dale Perry, AP; Administrative Officer— Sue; Sec-
retary—Dale Anderson, AP; Squadron Education 
Officer (SEO)—David West, AP; Treasurer—Greg 
Holmen, AP.  We also had the submitted budget for 
2010 approved at this meeting. Next step is the Change 
of Watch (COW) meeting. 
 
I almost wish I could do one more year as Commander 
and possibly get it right this time, but I am privileged to 
have served in that capacity. My biggest wish is that 
more members would try what their squadron has to of-
fer—this is a great organization. 
 
The Bent Prop meeting, hosted by last years winner, 
Ron Reimann, S, held after the Annual Meeting was it’s 
usual raucous event. After nominations for R/C Art Mol-
lica, SN, Don Magnus, AP and Lt/C Joni Hasper were 
presented and voted on by the crew the winner was 
Joni Hasper! Something about losing a prop, offering a 
reward to find it and finding someone else’s prop was 
hard to beat!!!  As usual, excitement, anticipation (drama 
a la Ron R.) and finally belly laughs were shared by all. 
 
Awards 
Another proud moment at the meeting was the presenta-
tion of Excellence in Journalism 2009 for our editor 
of the River Skipper Newsletter, Lt Karen Schmit  and 
the USPS Website Awards Program 2009 went to 
Ron Reimann. These are national awards, so we are 
competing with all the other squadrons in the organiza-
tion and well deserving as anyone who has read our 
newsletter or visited our website—stpaulsquadron.org— 
knows. 
 
Rendezvous in Bayfield 
I also would recommend attending the District 10 Ren-
dezvous being held in Bayfield, WI this July 13-15th. The 
event is being hosted by Duluth Sail and Power Squad-
ron. If you can make only one District event this year, 
this would be the one. The Bayfield, WI area is the gate-
way to the Lake Superior archipelago that has the Apos-
tle Islands. It is beautiful. There are actually more than 
12 islands and getting to and from them is a wonderful 

 
Elected Officers for 2010-2011 

Commander NANCY ANDERSON, AP 

Executive Officer DALE PERRY, AP 

Educational Officer DAVID WEST, AP 

Assistant Education Officer PAT SHEEHAN, AP 

Admin Officer SUSAN TIPLER, AP 

Assistant Admin Officer ERIC FOTSCH 

Secretary DALE ANDERSON, AP 

Treasurer GREG HOLMEN, AP 

Member at Large JERRY BRINGS, SN 

Member at Large MARK HAFNER, AP 

Member at Large NICOLE MERCIL 

Past Commander ROBERT SCHMIT, AP 

 

Elected Committees (term expires) 

Chair, Nominating Committee MARK FOTSCH, AP (2010) 

Nominating Committee DONALD HANSEN, JN (2011) 

Nominating Committee ROBERT SCHMIT, AP (2012) 

 

Chair, Audit Committee JANE BAKKEN, S (2010) 

Audit Committee) ART MOLLICA, SN (2011) 

Audit Committee LARRY GULDEN, AP (2012) 

 

Chair, Budget/Finance Committee DON ANDERSON, P (2010) 

Budget/Finance Committee HAL FOTSCH, SN (2010) 

Budget/Finance Committee JACK NEWMAN, AP (2011) 

Budget/Finance Committee JEFF DAVIS, AP (2011) 

Budget/Finance Committee MARTY WIRTZ, AP (2012) 

Budget/Finance Committee MARK FOTSCH, AP (2012) 

Chair, Rules Committee STEVEN SEIVERT (2010) 

Rules Committee ROBERT ERIKSEN, AP (2011) 

Rules Committee ROBERT MERCIL, AP (2012) 

 



   

  

One of the activities is the Roundtable Discussion 
on 13 March.   This will include representatives 
from the Coast Guard and the Auxiliary, Sheriff 
water patrols, Corp of Engineers, towboats, and 
the DNR.  If you're a boater on the St. Croix and/
or the Mississippi Rivers, information on the Buoy 
Removal on the St. Croix and the Lock and Dam 
#3 Renovation, are important topics. 

Joni received 
the coveted 
Bent Prop tro-
phy from last 
year’s trophy 
winner, Ron 
Reimann, who 
organized the 
event held on 
8 Jan. at 
Grumpy’s. 
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Executive Officer                                                         
          Lt/C Nancy Anderson, P 

Administrative Officer 
                                             Lt/C Joan Hasper 

This is my last article as your Admin. Officer.  It was an 
active and enjoyable year and I’ll miss the camaraderie that 
was such a part of working with the Bridge.  We will be 
having a Change of Watch meeting on 13 February 2010 
and a new group of officers will take charge for next year.  
I encourage all of you to experience the process that keeps 
our organization running and to volunteer and offer to help 
when needed. 
 
Highlights of the Year 
During this last year we had a Casino party fundraiser plus 
a drive to support the YMCA camp St. Croix scholarship 
fund.  We reached our goal of $3,000 thanks to all of you 
that contributed. 
   
Another highlight was the St. Croix Beach party.  Not only 
did we feed and entertain 50 squad members and their 
families but as a side venture I ended up with the Bent 
Prop Award at the Annual Meeting in January.  
Hmmmm…..I think it was rigged!  I consider it was a good 
weekend if there isn’t an insurance claim and no one is se-
riously injured!  The Beach Party met both of those criteria, 
and yet, here I am with the big trophy that’s too heavy to 
hang on the wall.  So watch out everyone, I’m going to be 
on the lookout for someone worthy enough to pass it on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This last year we had a Mystery Dinner, a weekend at Han-
sen’s Harbor with steak and all the corn you could eat. 
There were boat rides, fireworks and a band.  We also had 
an opportunity for an Oktoberfest at Nancy and Dale’s 
farm.  An accordion player and tons of German food, and 
wine and beer rounded out the evening.  Thanks to the 
Anderson’s for sharing their place.  It was a perfect venue 
for a great party. 
 
And, thanks to all of you for making this such a memorable 
year for me. 
 

goal especially if you bring a boat. The reason I am pro-
moting this event at this early date is that the dates are 
prime tourist times for this area.  Get your reservations in 
early.  Lastly, Duluth has a fine reputation of putting on a 
fun event.  If you have never been in the area before, 
this is a great excuse to go there.  See you there! 
 
Thanks 
For those who are not going to the COW meeting, I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all the people 
who have helped to run the squadron.   These are the 
people who earned a merit mark, came to meetings or 
volunteered to carry on next year.  I had fun promoting 
the squadron’s goals and hope my fellow members did as 
well.  
 
Thank you. 
 

Commander (continued from page 3) 

As my term as Executive Officer comes to a close, it 
seems like there is a flurry of activity for the upcoming 
months.... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In closing, I want to thank all who have helped me in 
my position as Executive Officer.  I've enjoyed my year 
and hope to do a good job in the Commander posi-
tion.  Our current Commander, Bob Schmit, has done a 
great job and will be a hard act to follow. 

Another date to put on the calendar is Saturday, May 15th  7 
p.m. Stayin' Alive, UK For the best BeeGees tribute band look 
no further than the world famous group, Stayin' Alive, 
UK. This event is at the Sheldon Theater in Red Wing.  Tick-
ets are $26 for adults. 
For tickets call the Sheldon Theater direct 1-651-388-8700 
mention that you are with the St. Paul Squadron/Andersons 
and would like to be in the same area. 
This will be the first cruise of the season.  To book a slip at 
the Red Wing Marina call Cindy @ 651-388-8995 and men-
tion you are with the St. Paul Squadron/Andersons. 



   

  

 USPS Inland Navigation Course 
 Starts Tuesday, 9 Feb—7:00 PM (for 8 wks) 

at  Bayport Marina Clubhouse 

Presented by certified instructors of St. Paul Sail and Power Squadron, this course is the 
first in the sequence on navigation, covering the basics of inland navigation and focuses 
on navigation as it is done on recreational boats today and embraces GPS as a primary 
navigation tool while covering enough of traditional techniques so the student will be able 
to find his/her way even if their GPS fails.  Topics covered include:  charts and their inter-
pretation, navigation aids and how they point to safe water, plotting courses and deter-
mining direction and distance, the mariner’s compass, use of GPS, preplanning safe 
courses and entering them into the GPS, monitoring progress and determining position by 
both GPS and traditional techniques and the Seaman’s Eye—simple skills for checking that 
one is one course. 
 
Includes 25 classroom house of instruction, USPS Piloting Student Guide, “The Weekend             
Navigator”  by Robert Sweet and MapTech Digital Chart software. 
 
USPS Member Cost:  $55.00/person 
Non-Member Cost:    $275.00/person 

Register @ www.stpaulsquadron.org or call Art   Mollica at 651-777-0177) 
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Educational Officer                                               Lt/C Don  Hansen, SN 

The key word this month is PLANNING.  Dictionaries spell out the 
definition as something that has been worked out before the 
execution; to think out before how  something is to be made or 
done.   In most ventures, planning precedes  the successful exe-
cution of a task or action.  The St. Paul Sail & Power Squadron is 
a good example of good planning and also some not-so-good 
planning.   
 
Consider the execution of a successful annual meeting. It in-
volves the Commander, the Exec. Officer, the Admin. Officer, 
Secretary, Treasurer and their staffs, as a minimum, to plan  a 
successful annual meeting.   
 
The execution of an seasonal schedule for running member 
courses, seminars and public boating courses which are the pri-
mary functions of any squadron requires far more than just the 
Educational Department.  For courses offered in the fall-
September, October and November, the planning sequence 
should begin in the spring as soon as the spring classes are un-
der way.   The sequence would look something like this: an Edu-
cational Dep’t. brain-storming session to review what advanced 
grade courses should be available in a logical sequence to mem-
bers; what seminars would be most valuable for boaters in the 
local area; attracting non-members to the public boating course.  
First of all, most reasons for one to take any boating course are 
selfish in “What’s in it for me?” Increase my respect for the wa-
ter; help my family be participants, not spectators, in boating 
activities; increase my confidence and skill in expanding my 
boating horizons; become more self-sufficient in keeping my 
boat in  good operating condition; understanding that boating 
safely and within the rules is far more enjoyable than doing 
things by dumb luck.  That will eventually but surely put you into 
a  bad “gotcha” situation.  All of the above self-interests should 

be woven into a carefully planned public relations program 
where prospective “customers” can pick them up. 
                                                                                          
Ideas from a brainstorming session should result in what courses 
should be offered to members and non-members, a roughed-in 
schedule, prospective locations for holding classes, recruiting 
qualified members to teach and proctor the classes, the dollar 
cost of the P.R. program, initial cost of educational materials and 
other as yet unearthed ideas to raise the value of the program.  
 
The final step in the plan is to graph out a timeline, which will be 
used as a benchmark to measure the progress of the plan.  Is 
one step falling behind the schedule?  Are other steps getting 
too far ahead?  The key is to agree upon a schedule that is real-
istic, and monitor the progress on a regular basis so each minor 
goal is met to accomplish the overall goal of course completion 
on time and according to high power squadron standards.   
 
The St. Paul Sail & Power Squadron has learned a few things in 
the past year about having a uniform front.  All affected parts of 
the squadron have to be in sync at all times:  assumptions that 
one hand knows what all the other hands are doing or even 
know WHAT to do, doesn’t fly:  sharing as much common knowl-
edge as possible keeps the creative juices flowing, avoids a run-
away part of the  group from breaking ranks and creates a total 
program that is second to none for the squadron, the members, 
the outside participants.  Isn’t there a National award for that 
kind of group performance? 
 
This is my last S.E.O. article for the River Skipper.  I am retiring 
from this position  for the second time.  There’s an old saw that 
“one must keep trying until one gets it right”.  I’m on the verge 
of running out of “right” time before I run out of “trying” time.   
Adios. 

Engine Maintenance 
at Hansen’s Harbor 

Lake City 
13, 20, 27 February 

9:30 AM—4  hrs. 
Instructor:  Allen  Hansen 

Stresses diagnosis of modern systems 
while teaching basics of engine layout 
and operation.  Course covers those 
repairs that do-it-yourselfers can per-
form, teaches how to diagnose prob-
lems that might be beyond your ability 
to fix and how to share information 
with your mechanic.  Covers basic 
mechanical systems. 

USPS Member Cost:  $50.00/person 
Non-Member Cost:    $270.00/person 

Register @ www.stpaulsquadron.org 

Registration deadline 30 January. 
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 Annual Meeting & Bent Prop   
8 January 2010 

Quite a crowd gathered at 
Grumpy’s in Roseville for busi-
ness and fun.  Clockwise from 
upper left corner:  Pat Sheehan, 
Assistant Education Officer 
elect;  Nancy Anderson, Com-
mander elect; Dale Anderson, 
Secretary elect;  Minnetonka 
members and Associate St. Paul 
members Karen and Greg 
Buellesbach;  Joni Hasper, 
current Administrative Officer 
and Bent Prop recipient (looking 
smug); Don Magnus who also 
received a Bent Prop nomina-
tion; Sue Tipler, Administrative 
Officer elect; Mike Tipler, and 
almost Past Commander, Bob 
Schmit. 
  

 Left to right are Ron Reimann, who did a great 
job of organizing Bent Prop portion of the meet-
ing.  Ron now has the distinction of being a past 
Bent Prop recipient.  Next to Ron are Carma Han-
sen, and Don Hansen who is stepping down as 
Educational Officer.   

The meeting was attended by a number of 
past Bent Prop recipients.  Pictured from 
left to right are Don Anderson, Mark 
Fotsch, Bob Schmit, current recipient Joni 
Hasper, Art Mollica, Ron Reimann, who is 
closely examining the traveling trophy, Eric 
Fotsch, and Jerry Brings.  Hal Fotsch and 
Jack Newman are not pictured but were in 
attendance also. 
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ST PAUL MEMBERS 

 
If you are having a birthday or anniversary during 
the month and are not listed or listed incorrectly, that 
is because we don’t have it recorded correctly. Please 
let the squadron secretary know. 

 

1st  Steven Seivert 

7th  David West 

8th  Mark Hafner 

13th  Hal Fotsch 

18th  Jan Seger 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY 

FEBRUARY 

Bentpropmanship Criteria 

Criteria developed by Ron Reimann was used to choose 
which nominee was most worthy of the 2010 Bent Prop 
Award.  As you can see, Joni was voted the winner in 
each category. 

New address for Joan (Joni) Hasper: 

               6405 Wilryan Ave. 
               Edina, MN 55439 



   

  

2487 Oak Circle East 
Maplewood, MN 55119 

ADVERTISING RATES 
Business Card Size  $120/yr    1/4 Page  $180/yr   1/2 Page  $220/yr 

Members advertise boating items no charge .  

 

See this issue in color at www.stpaulsquadron.org 

 

Spring Conference 
District 10 

2010 Change of Watch 
The Sheraton Inn & Conference Center 

Madison, WI 
March 19-21, 2010 

Hosted by the Madison Sail & Power Squadron 
 
 
 

Registration forms available on the District 10 website @ http://usps-d10.org/ or at our squadron 
website  @ www.stpaulsquadron.org under Newsletter.   

or 
Contact one of the squadron officers for a copy of the registration form. 
 
Registration forms are due 5 March 2010. 

 
 

Internet Room Rate 
Reduction Just       

Announced.              
Starting at $89 + tax 

Limited Time 


