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Beach Party!    7 August 
and Officers Serve Breakfast   8 August 

                            

44th Annual Beach Party   
 

Join us by Boat or by Car.  Directions for cars are included             
on  page 5. 

 
What:  44th Annual Beach Party 
Where:  St. Croix Power Squadron Beach, Y-Camp, St. Croix 
River  
 Explanation:  The St. Paul Sail and Power Squadron is hosting 
its 43rd annual Beach Party. 
 Beginning about 1300 (1:00pm) there will be games with prizes 
for children and adults.  At 1700 (5:00pm) enjoy an old fashioned picnic 
with brats, hamburgers, potato salad, watermelon and more, and a bon-
fire at dusk. 
 
 On Sunday morning, the traditional “Officers Serve Breakfast” 
will take place on the beach.  Begins around 1000 (10:00am) 
 
             Call Nancy Anderson, 651-433-3247 if you have questions. 
              
Register online or send in registration form located on page 5 asap. 

Photo taken at the 2009 Beach Party. 

Join us for some great fun. 
Register by August 4th 



   

  

The Executive Committee meets monthly (Bridge Meeting)  at 7:00PM at Davanni’s Restaurant, I-94 & White Bear 
Avenue on a date noted above.  All members are welcome, invited, and  are  encouraged to attend. 
 
USPS® and United States Power Squadrons® are registered trademarks of the United States Power Squadrons, 
Inc., Boat Smart® is a trademark of United States Power Squadrons, Inc. for their public boating safety course. 
Contents and graphics are the property of the USPS and should not be reproduced without permission by groups 
other than squadrons and districts of the United States Power Squadrons, Inc.  
 
The River Skipper is published monthly for the members of St Paul Sail and Power Squadron Inc. Opinions 
are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect the  policy of, nor imply agreement with the Editor, St Paul 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc., District 10 or USPS. The Editor reserves the right to accept, reject or revise sub-
mitted articles. Deadline for submission of articles is two days after the bridge meeting preceding month of publi-
cation. 
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2010 Calendar of Upcoming Events 

July 30 
 
August 4 
August 7, 8 
August 9 
 
August 12 
August 14 
August 14 
August 17 
August 19 
August 21 
August 22 
Aug30-Sept 5 
 
September 13 
Sept 25-26 
 
October 2-3 
 
October 9-10 
 
October 11 
October 11 
October 14 
October 16 
October TBA 
 
November 5-7 
November 8 
 
December 5 
December 13 

CPR/AED registrations due 
 
Beach Party registrations due 
Beach Party! 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Afton Marina, Ron Reimann’s boat, Flying 
Colors, Slip D-2   Bring Department Budget 2011-12 worksheet for discussion. 

CPR Class @ Regions Hospital, Oakdale, 6:00PM 
Vessel Safety Checks @ Hansen’s Harbor 
USPS Partner in Command Seminar @ Hansen’s Harbor 
Seamanship starts @ ABI 
First Aid Class @ Regions Hospital, Oakdale, 6:00PM 
PepperFest Parade in North Hudson @ 11:00AM 
KiChisaga Days Parade in Chisago City @ 1:00PM 
National Governing Board in Belleveu/Seattle, WA 
 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
Cruise to Hudson for St. Croix Days.  Call 715-386-8239 to reserve slip. 

 
Cruise to Lake City for Johnny Appleseed Days.  Call 1-651-345-4211 to     

reserve slip. 

Cruise to Red Wing for Fall Festival of the Arts.  Call 1-651-388-8995 to 

reserve slip. 

Children’s Poster Contest Deadline 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
Advanced Piloting starts @ ABI 
Flapjack Fundraiser @ Applebee’s, West St. Paul 
Final Fling FUN Fundraiser 
 
D-10 Fall Conference, Green Bay, WI 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 
 
Holiday Party details to follow 
1900 (7PM) Bridge Meeting @ Davanni’s, I-94/White Bear Ave. 

® 

 

 
Commander 
    Cdr Nancy Anderson, AP 
    651-433-3247 
    nandaleco@frontiernet.net 

Executive Officer 
    Lt/C Dale Perry, AP 
    651-437-8867 
 daleperry1@earthlink.net 

Administrative Officer 

    Lt/C Eric Fotsch 
    651-690-1462 

Educational Officer 

    Lt/C David West, AP 
 651-429-3840 
 dwest@voyager.net 

Asst. Educational Officer 
    1st/Lt Pat Sheehan, AP 
    612-706-0972 
    psheehan@visi.com 

Secretary  
    Lt/C Dale Anderson, AP 
    651-433-3247  
    nandale@frontiernet.net 

Treasurer 
 Lt/C Greg Holmen, AP 
    651-739-4502 
    captgreg@manatee.ws 

Members-at-Large  
    Lt Jerry Brings, SN            
 Lt Mark Hafner, AP 
    Lt Nicole Mercil 

Past Commander 
     P/C Bob Schmit, AP 
    952-435-3362            

Nominating Chair 
 Lt Mark Fotsch, AP 
    651-402-9852 

Rules Chair 
 Lt Steven Seivert 
    763-416-4471 

Audit Chair 
 Lt Jane Bakken, S 
    952-423-5315 

Budget/Finance Chair 
 Lt Don Anderson, P 
 763-588-8578 
     
River Skipper Editor 
   Lt Karen Schmit, S 
   952-435-3362 

2010  Leadership 

Thanks to the following for their contribu-
tions to this issue:  Nancy Anderson, Dale 
Perry, Dave West, Pat Sheehan, Art Mollica, 
Jeff Davis, and Bob Schmit. 



   

  

making a tax deductible donation 
to Camp St. Croix, please send 
your check made out to YMCA Camp St. Croix  to: Greg 
Holmen, 1031 Sunrise Drive, Woodbury, MN 55125.  Any 
amount would be appreciated!  Watch the donation pro-
gress each month in the River Skipper. Your continued sup-
port is valued. 
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From the                         
Commander’s Desk                                                      

Cdr Nancy Anderson, AP 

As I write this it is mid July, soon August, September and 
the inevitable October.  Boaters feel the boating season is 
slipping from their fingers far too quickly.  There are a 
wide variety of activities scheduled in the upcoming 
months:  cruises, beach activities, as well as non -boating 
land activities.  Check out our website and our calendar in 
the front of the Skipper.  Choose and join in the fun! 

                                             
August is Y-Camp St. Croix Scholarship       
Fund Drive 
Each year our Squadron donates $3000 to the Y camp for 
scholarships for those who cannot afford to attend the 
camp.  Your contribution to the St. Croix Y camp enables 
kids to have the experience on the water that we so often 
take for granted.  By providing scholarships to the Y 
camp, we continue our relationship with them and have 
the privilege to enjoy our section of the St. Croix River 
next to Troy County Beach.  We have supported in the 
past and continue to support the Y camp by providing 
scholarships to the campers.  If you would like to help by 

You Can Start A Love Affair That You Can Be Proud Of  !!  
 

As members of USPS we generally lean towards activities on or about water.  This is only 
part of what we do.  Our triangle has fellowship and civic service sides too, and it is the 
civic service I'd like to address.  We in the St. Paul Squadron have many proud and rich tra-
ditions. One that is fading today is our affiliation with the YMCA , particularly Camp St. 
Croix, and its camperships program.  We have shared the beauty and wonder of the St. 
Croix River, enjoying its beach; adjusting to its ever changing water levels and relenting the 
high water particularly when we want to start our boating season early.  Despite this, I have 
a love for the area that is unique!   My special attraction is  due to the “camperships” I re-
ceived as a youth.  It was at “Camp” that I learned to swim, hike, boat both rowing and 
canoeing and even sailing. Camp St. Croix is responsible for my love of boating and especially sailing.  My experiences 
there were life changing.  
  
It wasn't until the Cravens invited me to join USPS that I thought of this wonderful gift I received so many years before; 
thanks Marie and Paul, for the invitation.  I think of my lucky “find” often and decided I needed to encourage others to, 
not only join USPS, but share in providing joy, knowledge and perhaps a lifelong love of boating, by supporting our mis-
sion  to contribute to the “sponsorship” program through our Squadron.  
  
Think back to your first experience on the water and remember the magic; make this magic grow and make a contribu-
tion.  No contribution is too small, all will be appreciated and accepted.  We are a 501 C (3) group so your donations are 
totally tax deductible.  Please remember that your donations can make a difference and you could spend the same 
amount in taxes.  Give instead to help our future boaters. 
    

Our Squadron needs raffle items for BOTH the 
Beach Party on August 7-8  and  for our FUN 
Fundraiser in October.  Please inform Hal 
Fotsch or Nancy Anderson on items which you 
have for raffle.  
  

  D/L/C Jeff Davis, AP 
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Executive Officer                Lt/C Dale Perry, AP               

Few annoyances can ruin that per-
fect Margarita or iced tea on deck at 
sunset faster than the unwanted 
“garnish” from Kamikaze mayflies 
zooming down in seemingly endless 
hordes. During late June and 
through much of July, many SPSSPS 
members, like other boaters, have 
engaged in all-out combat against 
the greater than usual swarm of 
mayflies that have descended on 
rivers and lakes throughout North 
America. 
 
Though most of us develop innova-
tive tactics with water hoses, leaf 
blowers and wet vacuum cleaners 
to dispatch the invaders, folks near 
Put-in-Bay, Ohio have chosen to 
hold a mayfly festival. According to 
the Port Clinton News Herald, on 
June 26, Perry's Victory and Inter-
national Peace Memorial was the 

On the River: 

Mayflies: Good Among the Bad and the Ugly? 

Squadron mem-
bers and friends 
took advantage 
of the opportunity 
to enjoy some 
camaraderie  at 
the St. Croix 
Power Squadron 
beach on 26 
June.  The boat 
christening and 
potluck were en-
joyed by all.  
Some arrived by 
boat and some by 
car. 

site of the second annual Return 
of the Mayfly festival. Memorial 
superintendent Blanca Alvarez 
Stransky was quoted, "Return of  
the Mayfly is a free event that  
gives adults and children alike the 
opportunity to learn about our fasci-
nating friend, the mayfly. Mayflies 
play such an important role in the 
local ecology and in determining the 
health of Lake Erie that they de-
serve our respect and understand-
ing." 
 
Mayflies do have a positive side ac-
cording to scientists such as Don 
Schloesser, of the U.S. Geological 
Survey's Great Lakes Science Cen-
ter, in Ann Arbor, quoted in the 
June 17 edition of the Toledo Blade. 
More mayflies means bigger fish 
and an exploding insect population 
coming out of the waters each  

summer is also considered a sign of 
healthier, oxygen-rich waters. 
 
The seemingly infinite numbers of may-
flies swirling around our boats are 
merely part of a small fraction of the 
total hatch that spends its first two 
years of life as nymphs burrowed be-
neath river and lake sediment. Most are 
devoured in the nymph stage by fish. 
So we could root for them or at least 
live and let live - if only they would stay 
away from our boats.  Our porches, 
roadways and bridge decks too! 
 
That is not likely. So we must take sol-
ace and perhaps find inspiration in the 
vast riches awaiting the latter-day 
“Edison” who can develop and deliver 
an ecologically sustainable repellent to 
these multifaceted creatures. 
 



   

  

This message is brief.  It’s a beau-
tiful Thursday morning, and Judy 
and I are being taken on an all day 
cruise of the Mississippi and St. Croix.  Like I said, it’s a 
busy time.  Hope to see many of you at Bayfield next 
week.   
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photo courtesy of Nancy Anderson 

photo courtesy of Nancy Anderson 

Educational Officer         Lt/C David West, AP 

Greetings to one and all: 
 
Here’s hoping that we are all enjoying the summer ac-
tivities and getting to spend a lot of time on the water.  
How about some of that weather?  So far the storms 
have eluded Centerville.   
 
Congratulations are in order for successful class comple-
tions.  The following persons have increased their boat-
ing knowledge:   
 
Piloting 

Eugene J. Alstatt, P 

David J. Moberg, P 

(Gene and Dave completed the new Piloting 

course emphasizing electronic navigation, having  

previously completed the older version.) 

 

Engine Maintenance  
 Nancy J. Anderson 

 Dave Bailey 

 Margaret Leclair 

 Maria Trujillo  

 Miguel A. Trujillo 

 

Congratulations  to all.  What’s next?  This is our busy 
time for being at the beach, cruising, slip boating, or 
whatever you enjoy.  But don’t forget the many oppor-
tunities available to increase your knowledge and skills.  
These make boating more enjoyable.   
 

Upcoming Learning Opportunities 

Seamanship 

August 17- October 5 

Location: ABI 

Time: 7:00-9:00 pm 
  

Advanced Piloting 

October 14- November 18 

Location: ABI 

Time:  7:00-9:00 pm 
  

Partner in Command 

August 14 

Location: Hansen’s Harbor Marina (On Water) 

Time: TBD 

                                                  1st/L Pat Sheehan, AP 
                                                  Assistant SEO 

Register online at our 
website. 
 
Questions??? 
 
Contact Dave West at 
dwest@voyager.net or 
call 651-429-3840 or 
contact Pat Sheehan at 
psheehan@visi.com or 
call 612-433-3247. 

Car Directions  
Take 94 across the Bridge to Hudson to 
Carmichael Rd. exit.  At the light take a 
right (now going south).  Go about 2 mi. 
and the 2 lanes turn into 1 lane and it be-
comes Cty Rd F.  On the right hand side is 
the Day Camp sign for entrance.  TAKE 
THE NEXT ENTRANCE which is the MAIN 
ENTRANCE. Stay on the road until you 
come to the building with a circular drive 
and parking area.  You may park there 
and walk down to the beach.  THE OTHER 
OPTION is the TROY BEACH which is a 
shorter walk and a $5 daily fee.  Follow 
the above directions but go one entrance 
further and it is marked Troy Beach. 

BEACH PARTY REGISTRATION 
August 7th and 8th 

 
Names_______________________________________________________ 
 
Children & Ages_______________________________________________ 

 
 

Number of dinners, include yourself:    

________  X  $18 adults  
                

________  X  $12 children ages 10 – 14
    

________  X  $  6 children ages 5 – 10 

________   Free  children under 5             

_________Total Checks to SPSPS 
 

Send to: 

Nancy Anderson 
17319 Olinda Trail         
Marine St. Croix, MN 
55047 
or register on our 
website. 



   

  

Pictured Northwest and Northeast are boats and 
boaters on the Squadron beach for the Boat Chris-
tening and Potluck party.  Due East are John, 
Nancy, Lou (Nancy’s mom), and Bryan Gagich at 
Treasure Island Marina during the 4th of July 
weekend.  Also at Treasure Island, pictured to the 
Southeast are family and friends aboard the Bai-
ley/Emerson boat.  South-Southeast is Holly Anderson 
resting after the a busy holiday.  South-Southwest are 
Mary Holmen, Jenny Mollica, Donna Magnus, Holly, and 
Nancy Anderson.  Last but not least at Southwest are 
Greg Holmen, Don Magnus and Art Mollica enjoying a 
summery weekend at the Treasure Island cruise. 
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photo courtesy of editor 

On the Water 

photos courtesy of Nancy Anderson 
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ST PAUL MEMBERS 

 

 

14th  Maria Trujillo 

17th  Steven Schneider 

18th  Kathleen Stenersen 

22nd  Aubrie Heroff 

23rd  Bill Arnold 

31st  David Moberg 

Happy Birthday 
August 

If you are having a birthday or anniversary during the month and are 
not listed or listed incorrectly, that is because we don’t have it recorded 
correctly. Please let the squadron secretary know. 

Some corrections to July birthdays: 
 
July 16th     Lorraine Eriksen 

July 17th     Bob Eriksen 

July 30th     Mary Holmen 

 

Happy belated birthday! 

Prevention is, as in other aspects of 
seamanship, better than cure. 
             - Sir Robin Knox-Johnston 



   

  

2487 Oak Circle East 

Maplewood, MN 55119 

 

See this issue in color at www.stpaulsquadron.org 

ADVERTISING RATES 
Business Card Size  $120/yr    1/4 Page  $180/yr   1/2 Page  $220/yr 

Members advertise boating items no charge .  

 
www.evgschool.org/columbus's sailing 

LIFE ABOARD THE NIÑA 
 
Life on board the Niña in 1492 was not for the light 
hearted.  When the "Niña" left on any of her three voyages to 
the New World,  her cargo hold was full of provisions, water, 
armaments.  
 
There were live animals ranging from horses, cows, pigs, 
and chickens. The four-legged animals were suspended in 
slings as the rolling motion of the vessel would have easily 
broken their legs. 
 
Needless to say, there was little room below decks for the 27 
or so crew to sleep or cook. Cooking was done in a fire box 
located on decks in the bow of the ship.   
                                                                                             
Sleeping was on the deck and was always uncomfortable as 
the ship was so loaded with cargo,  her decks were always 
awash.   A lucky few could sleep on the poop deck or find a 
coil of rope to sleep on to keep them off the deck a foot or so. 

 

Coming Soon                                              
to a River Town Near You 

Learn more about the Nina and Pinta.  The Columbus       
Foundation will be sailing the two Columbus replica boats to 
our area this summer. 

July 23—August 1 Winona, MN 

August 3, 4 Lake City, MN 

August 6-15 Hudson, WI 

Go to www.thenina.com for additional information. 


